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The Elephant Trees Ride

And

“The Baileys Northern Championships”
Dear  ..............................................................................................     MERGEFIELD Name              

Your Ride Number is  ......................               Your Vet Time  ..........................................
Venue:  Jobs Lodge, Woodland, Bishop Auckland, Co Durham, DL13 5NJ. Directions overleaf.

Parking:  Please park as directed by the parking steward, do not leave your horse tied to the trailer unsupervised and leave sufficient room between vehicles for tying up horses.

Dogs: Must be kept on a leash and be under control at all times

On arrival: If you are doing a competitive ride, take your master card, EGB membership card, horse registration card and your local group mileage card all in a plastic sleeve to the secretary.

If you are doing a pleasure ride you can take your EGB membership card or a £5 returnable deposit, make sure you have the correct amount as no change will be given.

Check the route map displayed at the caravan for last minute changes

There will be a £2 Forestry surcharge to help with the charges, please pay when you collect your bib if you have not already paid with your entry.
Please fill in your Medical Card if you have one, (available on ET Website) and put it in a sealed envelope with your name on and leave it with the Secretary along with your cards, collect at the end.

 

Novice Horses: It is advisable to wear a green ribbon in the horse’s tail.

 

Horses that may Kick:  Please wear a red ribbon in the horse’s tail.

STALLIONS: MUST WEAR THE TWO DISCS WHICH YOU SHOULD RECEIVE FROM THE NATIONAL UPON REGISTRATION.

A blue ribbon in the tail does warn other riders. It may also be sensible to put a blue ribbon on the front of the breastplate or something similar and then your stallion can be identified clearly from the front and the back.

Pleasure Riders “NCR’s” Please Read

For some of you this may be your first pleasure ride which is run in conjunction with a Competitive ride.  Make sure you are wearing correct headgear, shoes/boots with at least half inch heel (unless wearing cages on your stirrups).  Horses cannot be ridden in gadgets. No schooling whips or spurs.  Brushing boots can be worn, but must be removed for the Vets.  Horses can go barefoot, but must be stated on your Vet sheet.

 

Remember to take your Vet sheet with you to the Farrier and Vet to sign. Any horse peculiarities please put on your Vet sheet i.e. funny actions or scabs or new injuries. 

Do not turn up wanting a full shoeing or you may not be allowed to start.  The Farrier can put a shoe back on or tighten clenches.  You can call him out en route, by ringing the telephone number you are given or via Raynet at Checkpoints, you will need to pay him once back at the venue. 

You will then go to the Vet and complete a trot up in a bridle or head collar.  

 

The horse must be under control at all times, if in doubt use a bridle  

 

Once you have completed this you will tack up and present to the timekeeper to go out. You have up to thirty minutes to do this.

You are expected to ride between 8 kph and 12 kph.  

32km Ride   Max Time (8kmph) 4hrs 00mins      Min Time (12kmph)  2hrs 40mins

25km Ride   Max Time (8kmph) 3hrs 07mins      Min Time (12kmph)  2hrs 05mins  

15km Ride   Max Time (8kmph) 1hrs 52mins      Min Time (12kmph)  1hr 15mins  
Please be aware there will be faster riders on your route, they will ask to pass you.

Remember to smile for the photographer on route.  And be courteous to other users on the tracks, bridleways and footpaths etc. Ask, before you pass horses or pedestrians.  Please walk past pedestrians.
On your return, remember to go to the timekeeper,  still mounted to let him know you are back. 

You have up to thirty minutes to cool your horses off etc before you present to the Vet for your final trot up (without saddle).

If this is your first time riding with EGB, don’t be afraid to ask any of the officials, we are here to help you.    

Health and Safety—Please Read
Health and Safety is a very big issue in everything we do in life.  We must make sure that we do not put ourselves or any other person in any danger whatsoever.  Please be considerate to all.  Unless we adhere to this rides will not be allowed to take place.  So listen to the Ride Organiser or any officials at this event.  They are there to help.
 When at the venue please do not leave horses tied up and unattended—collect your bib etc before you get horse out - unless you have someone at your trailer or wagon to supervise.

 Leave enough room between your vehicles so as to accommodate your horse being tied up safely.

 Do not leave items lying around that horses or people can get tangled in.  Also pick up any droppings, hay etc. Leave the venue tidy.

 Do not bring your horse along when collecting your final paperwork and rosette from the Secretary—put horse in trailer/box, unless someone is watching your horse.  You will be asked to return your horse to your vehicle.
 If you bring children (anyone under 18 years of age) it is your responsibility to make sure they are kept safe.

 Health and Safety notices and Public Liability notices will be displayed at the Secretary’s caravan/marquee. Please equate yourself with these.

 If there are any changes of the route, these will be displayed on the large map outside the Secretary’s marquee/caravan on the notice board. Please check before you leave the marquee/caravan.

 Please display your yellow crew card even if your vehicle is not leaving the venue.  This will make it easier if we need to contact your crew.
 Please walk past other people using tracks and bridleways—and be courteous to all. Remember not everyone likes horses.
 If children under the age 13 are to be accompanied by an adult rider the name of the adult should be declared on the entry form and signed.  Any changes to adult rider must be declared on the day.

 

Getting to the Venue on Sunday 7th October
Due to a Marie Curie ETAPE Cycle Ride taking place in County Durham on the same day these are Probably the best routes to take to the venue as some roads will be closed in the area, however if you were planning on taking the A690 through Crook you may find the road closed at the top of the hill before Crook although they expect it to be open around 8.30am Pleasure riders driving this way may be OK if they are arriving later, if unsure please use the directions given below.
 For Info ETAPE Map with closures  http://www.etapepennines.co.uk/roadclosures.html 

From the South

Leave the AI(M) at Burtree J58 Corbridge and A68 continue on the A68 through West Auckland and Toft Hill still following A68  turn Left to at the bottom of the hill just before the bridge over the river Wear for Hamsterley Forest (Brown Sign and EGB sign).  See below.*

 

From the North 

A68 all the way passing through Fir Tree and Witton le Wear to the bottom of the hill just over the bridge over the river Wear and turn right. See below*

 

From the East

From North Durham take the A691 to Consett and pick up A68 south (Darlington) A68 all the way passing through Fir Tree and Witton le Wear to the bottom of the hill just over the bridge over the river Wear and turn right. See below*
From South Durham get to West Auckland and follow A68, follow through Toft hill and keeping on the A68 until you reach the bottom of the hill just before the bridge over the river Wear for Hamsterley Forest (Brown Sign and EGB sign).  See below.*
 

From the West 

A66 - Barnard Castle - West Auckland then left A68, follow through Toft hill and keeping on the A68 until you reach the bottom of the hill just before the bridge over the river Wear for Hamsterley Forest (Brown Sign and EGB sign).  See below.*

From Weardale to the roundabout west of Crook and turn Right onto A68 all the way passing through Fir Tree and Witton le Wear to the bottom of the hill just over the bridge over the river Wear and turn right. See below*

 

*From Hamsterley turning    *EGB Sign here*

Follow the road just over a mile towards Hamsterley Village part way through the village take a Right turn towards Hamsterley Forest and Bedburn.  Follow this road all the way to the bottom of the hill couple of bends at the bottom and as the road starts to rise the entrance to the Forest is on the Left and the Visitor Centre is on the Right as you go down the hill.  Follow round to the right following the forest drive all the way to the grove car park where you will be directed to a parking space. 
